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(1) Media feature: photo and GPS functionality of the mobile phone; computer 
hard disc
(2) Description of the teacher’s and students’ discourses in the categories of the 
conversational model:
‹Field research› combines culturally different situations, practices and representation 
in everyday life and school; penetration of cultural practices; cultural practices as 
discourses are situated in structures and literacy; the hand-drawn map and the 
GPS map plus photos taken with the mobile phone show the combination; the 
mobile as bridge between school and everyday life, penetration of youth culture 
and GPS-map.

         
Pictures 13a&b: Investigating the way home from school: still images and GPS on mobile 
phones, an example reflecting cultural practices (Picture 13a: Center for Knowledge Societies 
2005, p 9; Picture 13b: Center for Knowledge Societies without year/ 2008, p. 29)

The field research for maths with the mobile phone’s photo function leads to the 
penetration of the structure-based mathematics curriculum and everyday life and 
creates new learning contexts which are very close to the school as well as to 
everyday life (see picture 11a). 

(3) Overall educational and curricular discourse: collaborative knowledge building 
on the basis of the mobile phone and other technological devices enhances 
instruction. The creation of contexts through collaborative knowledge building 
is obvious and rather close to everyday life forms of media-related interaction. 
Media convergence opens the located interaction to virtual cooperation, which is 
essential e.g. for Cyrill’s use of the mobile phone together with the video platform 
of the internet (see also pictures 10a and 11b).
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5.	 Conclusion and outlook
The two very different case studies examined in this paper, and their associated 
analyses, were presented as learning activities that take place outside of school, 
but which could be assimilated or accommodated by and in school-based 
learning. The analysis leads us to propose three curricular dimensions as a means 
of conceptualising teaching and learning practices that make use of emerging 
technologies, these are: media features; teacher’s and students’ discourses inside 
and outside the school; overall educational and curricular discourse. 
What we are not suggesting in this paper is that schools should restructure in order 
to meet these new cultural practices that can be found outside the school gates. 
Instead, we propose that schools should recognise and embrace this change and 
that recognising how mobile devices can be appropriated can help them adapt 
their own teaching practices in order to accommodate and assimilate these 
emerging cultural practices. Clearly, such a perspective changes the conceptions 
of where the boundaries of education are positioned. Other strategies for meeting 
these emerging patterns of cultural practice have been put forward for example 
by Haythornthwaite (2008), who has looked at the changing relationships in who 
learns from whom. When we learn, we are increasingly depending on online 
sources and the hidden work of retrieval algorithms etc (e.g. such as those used by 
Google). Haythornthwaite argues that this increases the work of the learner, and 
raises the need not only for critical media literacy, but also critical retrieval and 
retrieval technology literacy. However, this criticality is often not a primary concern 
when users share personal data on social networking sites such as MySpace and 
YouTube. Schools are perfectly positioned to embrace aspects of these emerging 
cultural practices and provide their students with 21st century ‹literacy› skills 
that enable them to engage with emerging and future digitally enhanced social 
networks and resources.
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